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Mission Statement



Renaissance Charter School at Cypress is committed to providing quality education for every child.  Our commitment is to include parents in all aspects of the Title I Program, following all requirements of the Title I, Part A regulations.  

Renaissance Charter School at Cypress understands the importance of preparing young minds for the road ahead. However, we cannot do it alone. We rely on partnerships with businesses and the community as a whole to improve education in mathematics, reading, science, and technology. In order to be successful in preparing and challenging our students, we believe that a partnership between parents and our school is imperative.  

PART I.     GENERAL EXPECTATIONS
 
Renaissance Charter School at Cypress agrees to implement the following statutory requirements:
 
· Consistent with section 1118, the school will work to ensure that the required school level parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1118 of the ESEA, and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 1118(d) of the ESEA. 
 
· Schools will notify parents of the policy in an understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.  The policy will be made available to the local community and updated periodically to meet the changing needs of parents and the school. 
 
· In carrying out the Title I, Part A, parental involvement requirements, to the extent practicable, the school will provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information and school reports required under section 1111 of the ESEA in an understandable and uniform format and including alternative formats upon request and, to the extent practicable, in language parents understand. 
 
· If the school-wide program plan to Title I, Part A, developed under section 1114(b) of the ESEA, is not satisfactory to the parents of participating children, the school will submit any parent comments with the plan when the school submits the plan to the Broward County School District. 
 
· The school will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in decisions about how the 1 percent of Title I, part A funds reserved for parental involvement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 95 percent of the 1 percent reserved goes directly to the schools. 
 
· The school will build its own and the parent’s capacity for strong parental involvement, in order to ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school, parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement.
 
· The school will provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under section 1118 of the ESEA as the parents may request.

· The school will be governed by the following statutory definition of parental involvement, and will carry out programs, activities, and procedures in accordance with this definition: 


Parental involvement means the participation of parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student academic learning and other school activities, including ensuring:

1. that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning
2. that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education at school
3. that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the education of their child

PART II:        DESCRIPTION OF HOW SCHOOL WILL IMPLEMENT          REQUIRED SCHOOL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT POLICY COMPONENTS
 
1.      Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will take the following actions to involve parents in the joint development of its school parental involvement plan under section 1118 of the ESEA:
 
Each parent will receive a copy of the Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Parent Involvement Policy as well as a compact to sign, along with the teacher and student.  Renaissance Charter School at Cypress staff meets regularly with parents during PTO, Governing Board, SAC Committee meetings.  All of these have agendas as well as minutes of the meetings and discussions that take place.  At these meetings, we ask for involvement in planning, designing, and incorporating the School Improvement Plan.  We ask parents to discuss issues and concerns with us so that we can make improvements as well as celebrate our successes together.
 
2.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will take the following actions to involve parents in the process of school review and improvement under section 1116 of the ESEA:  Numerous parents have been effectively involved in Renaissance Charter School at Cypress events, activities, and programs, including fundraisers, mentoring, monthly celebrations, field trips, Family Curriculum Nights, Book Fairs, and a plethora of other family events.  We provide as many opportunities for parental involvement as possible since research shows that a large degree of involved parents enables more students to achieve success.  Review is on-going and we speak about the planning process at all PTO executive meetings as well as regular meetings.
 
3.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will hold an annual meeting to inform parents of the school’s participation in Title I, Part A programs, and to explain the Title I, Part A requirements and the right of parents to be involved in Title I, Part A programs.  The school will convene the meeting at a time convenient for parents and will offer a flexible number of additional parental involvement meetings, such as in the morning or evening, so that as many parents as possible are able to attend.  The school will invite all parents of children participating in Title I, Part A programs to this meeting, and will encourage them to attend, by:  flyers, phone calls, and personal visits.  Meetings will be held for:  Open House (Initial welcome and information that we are a Title I School) and Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Parent Information Night.
 
4.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will provide parents of participating children information in a timely manner about Title I, Part A programs that includes a description and explanation of the school’s curriculum, the forms of academic assessment used to measure children’s progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected to meet by holding grade level open house evenings, curriculum evenings, and providing the parents with a report card handbook that explains proficiency levels, etc.
 
5.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will at the request of parents, provide opportunities for regular meetings for parents to formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions about the education of their children.  The school will respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible by:  meeting with parents, telephone conference calls and arranging meetings with all involved.  There are scheduled parent conferences held throughout the year, but Renaissance Charter School at Cypress has an open door policy and parents are encouraged to visit the school whenever necessary.
 
6.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will provide each parent an individual student report about the performance of their child on the State assessment in at least math, language arts and reading by:  Parents receive a copy of their child’s standardized assessment scores after fall and spring testing results are available.  Parents also receive information about their child’s NWEA scores at parent conferences.
 
7.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will take the following actions to provide each parent timely notice when their child has been assigned or has been taught for four (4) or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified within the meaning of the term in section 200.56 of the Title I Final Regulations (67 Fed. Reg. 71710, December 2, 2002) by:  providing written notification of this circumstance via a letter informing them. 
 
8.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will provide assistance to parents of children served by the school, as appropriate, in understanding topics:
 
        The state’s academic content standards,
        The state’s student academic achievement standards,
       The state and local academic assessments including alternate assessments,
        The requirements of Part A,
        How to monitor their child’s progress, and
        How to work with educators:
 
This will be accomplished by an Open House (Curriculum is discussed for each grade level and grade level expectations are given; State Standards are discussed as they pertain to each grade level), FCAT workshop, Family  Curriculum Nights, and individual parent conferences.  The district also offers workshops pertaining to getting involved in your child’s school and how to work with educators toward the success of your children.

9.     Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their children’s academic achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to foster parental involvement by:  offering parent workshops, providing parents with additional resources and giving them the locations of training available.
 
10. Renaissance Charter School at Cypress with the assistance of its parents, educates its teachers, pupil services personnel, principal and other staff in how to reach out to;
 
        Communicate and work with parents as equal partners
        Value the utility of contributions of parents
        How to implement and coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and schools
 
This will be done by:
 
        Keeping an open door policy for parents
        Encouraging and accepting parent ideas
        Ensuring that parents are an integral part of our committees
       Giving parents the information they need to make good decisions about and for their children
       Using language that is friendly and understandable for parents
        Encouraging teachers to involve parents in their classrooms and in the education of their children
 
11.  Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will, to the extent viable and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parental involvement programs and activities with the District Curriculum.  The school will also conduct other activities, such as, holding Family Curriculum Nights, parenting workshops, referring parents to the District parent resource centers, and encouraging parents in more fully participating in the education for their children.
 
12. Renaissance Charter School at Cypress will take the following actions to ensure that information related to the school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to parents of participating children in an understandable and uniform format:
 
        Alternative formats will be available upon request (to the extent it is viable and in a language parents can understand)
        Staff will access a District Translator if needed
        Staff will be available to help a parent understand information verbally when a parent has difficulty reading English 

Renaissance Charter School at Cypress provides for the coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist the Title I participating school in planning and implementing effective parent involvement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance.  Additional parent meetings/activities will be held at various times during the school year.  Meetings/activities will be arranged at various times so that parents can attend.  Different meetings/activities will be of a different nature so that all parents can be encouraged to participate.  Some may be more formal and informative.  Some may be informal meetings between Title I teachers and parents, and some may include hands-on activities, such as looking at computer programs and tips for their child to be successful in reading.  All meetings will have a translator available to assist with language barriers.  Parents may be notified of meetings through (1) notices sent home by students in the appropriate language, (2) internet postings on Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Website, and (5) public postings in English, Spanish, Creole, and Portuguese.  These meetings/activities include, but are not limited to the following:

· Back-to-School Night
· Parent Conference Day
· Title I Annual Meeting
· ELL Meeting/Conferences
· Parent Workshops
· Student-Participation Programs
· Book Fairs
· Awards Day
· Field Trips

During each meeting parents are encouraged to notify the school in writing of any comments/concerns they may have that could help in the revision process for future meetings with the same content.

See attached schedule of parent workshop topics:
	Date
	Workshop
	Documentation/Evaluation
	 Correlation to Student Achievement

	August 2014
	2013-2014 Parent Toolbox:
Parent Orientation
Keys to Success at RISE
	Parent Link
Website
Principal Newsletter
	Building ties between home/community; overview of parent handbook, student expectations, faculty assurances

	August
2014
	Back to School Night:
Supplemental Education Services,
Community Agency Fair Parent Compact
Parent Involvement Plan
	Public Meeting Flyer
Friday Folder announcement
Parent Link
Website
	Classroom visits, Curriculum Overview Documents also on website
How to communicate using the Agenda Book, Powerschools 
(Building ties between home and school)

	October
2014
	PLP Night: First Quarter
Mandatory Parent-Teacher Conferences
Book Fair 
	
	Building ties between home and school; informing parents of student progress and data; building literacy

	December,17 2014
	We’re All in This Together:
Helping Our Children with Diverse Learning Styles
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website 
Newsletter
Agenda, Sign In
	At-home strategies for different learning styles; inclusion & sensitivity towards diverse abilities 
(Reading, Writing, Math, Science) 
(Building ties between home and school)

	January 14, 2015  
	Math Counts!
Family Numeracy Night of Learning & Fun
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website, Newsletter
Agenda, Sign In
	Informing parents of at-home math strategies , sharing student progress and data; building numeracy

	December 12, 2015
	It Takes a Village:
Developing a Family Mission Statement, Home-School Communication 
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website 
Newsletter
Agenda, Sign In
	Winter Showcase with information on
 Parent Resources
(Agenda Books, Report cards, interim reports and other test scores) 
(Building ties between home and school)

	January, 25 2015

	Gaining Momentum:
Keys to High Achievement through Assessment
	Parent Link
Flyer, Website
School Newsletter
	Parents learn strategies for assessment
(NGSSS, FCAT, Benchmark Assessments)

	January 2015
	PLP Night: 3rd Quarter 
Mandatory Parent-Teacher Conferences
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website 
Teacher Newsletter
	Building ties between home and school; informing parents of student progress and data; building literacy

	February,11 2015
	I            Science!
Cultivating young scientists at home; critical thinking skills
Lecture/Demonstration 
	Parent Link
Flyer, Website
School Newsletter
	Building ties between home and school; informing parents of student progress and data; report cards issued

	March 11,  
2015
	Head, Heart, & Hand:
Community Health Fair
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website 
Newsletter
	Building ties between home, school, and community; share parenting strategies for healthy lifestyles 

	May  
2015
	Believe, Achieve, Succeed:
 Your Child’s Next Steps
	Parent Link
Website /Newsletter
	Parents notified of student re-enrollment status; promotion

	May 
2015



	Parent Appreciation Day
	Parent Link
Parent Evaluation Forms
Website 
Newsletter
	Dinner and awards ceremony provided at school in cooperation with PTO




Meetings are scheduled on a monthly basis from 6pm – 7pm, unless otherwise noted.  Persons responsible for each meeting are the Principal, Leadership Team, Title I Liaison, classroom teachers, and Community Involvement Specialist. All meetings and events are properly advertised through flyers and announcements in student Friday Folders, school website, Parent Link, Parent Communication Board and monthly newsletters.  Parents are invited to attend other activities throughout the year such as Book Fairs, individual parent conferences, student awards assemblies, fieldtrips and student performances.    

Parent Involvement in Planning, Review, and Improvement 
Parents of Title I students were involved in the development and review of the Parent Involvement Policy/Plan by serving as members of the Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Advisory Panel. During annual meetings with parents of participating students in the Targeted Assisted School, the Parental Involvement Policy/Plan is distributed.  The policy/plan is made available in English, Spanish, Creole, and Portuguese.  All parents will be given surveys at the end of the school year to give their comments on activities, materials, and training that the school should offer or improve on for the next school year.  The advisory panel will conduct an annual evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the Parental Involvement Policy/Plan in improving the academic quality of the Title I school, including identifying barriers to greater participation by parents in authorized activities.  They will also use the evaluation to design more effective strategies and revise the plan as needed to meet the needs of all students.

The Parental Involvement Policy/Plan is made available to parents in the following venues:
· Distribution to Title I participating students
· Renaissance Charter School at Cypress website

Comments on School Parent Involvement Policy
Title I parents who serve on the Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Advisory Panel serve as liaison to bring concerns and comments about the Parental Involvement Policy/Plan to the other members of the panel so that their comments are considered when revisions are made to the policy/plan.  Parents are also given a survey at the end of the school year, which may remain anonymous, to give their comments or concerns on activities, materials, and training that the school should offer or improve on for the next school year.  These surveys are used, along with any comments from the advisory panel, to make any needed revisions.  

LEA Parental Involvement Allocation
Parental involvement is given much emphasis Renaissance Charter School at Cypress as required by the Title I law.  A portion of the Title I allocation is used to implement activities for parents to be involved, including family literacy and parenting skills.  Members of the Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Advisory Panel will be involved in decisions regarding how parental involvement funds will be expended.


Title I Selection Process (Unsure of the information below)

Based on the Free/reduced Lunch (FRPL) data, Renaissance Charter School at Cypress became eligible for Title 1 funds and services.  Student enrollment data for October 2014 showed that there were 336 eligible FRPL students. The school’s basic allocation for FRLP is Eighty eight thousand seven hundred and fifty one dollars and four cents ($88,751.04), with an additional Family Involvement Allocation of Two thousand and twenty six dollars and eight cents              ($ 2, 026.08).  Therefore, total allocation is Ninety Thousand Severn hundred and seventy-seven and twelve cents ($90, 777. 12).  Federal guidelines require all Title 1 schools to develop and maintain a School-wide Plan that outlines how the funds will be used to supplement instruction, family involvement and professional development.

School Parent Compact: 

The school parent compact was developed by the Renaissance Charter School at Cypress Advisory Panel, which includes school staff and parents.  The compact will link school, parents, and communities in order to meet the educational needs of the children with whom they are involved.  The School Parent Compact builds on the belief that school-community links are critical to creating environments where all children can reach high standards.  The school parent compact is designed to increase the sharing of responsibility between families and school for the high performance of students.  All parents of Title I students will be given a copy of the compact upon entering the program.  The compact will be explained to the parents, and they will be asked to sign the compact signifying their commitment to the partnership between the school and their child.  This helps to ensure that their child is successful in school.  

English, Spanish, Creole, and Portuguese versions are available, along with an ELL translator to meet with parents and explain the compact. Each Title I teacher will be given the responsibility of explaining the compact to the student and obtaining the student’s signature.  The teacher will sign the compact and they will be housed in the Title I classroom for availability during the Title I meeting, parent conferences and/or student-teacher conferences.  The compact is reviewed each spring by the advisory panel and updated to meet the needs of the students.
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